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El i m nati on of Photorevised Feature Codes During DLG Col |l ection

Fromthe 1960s until the early 1990s, photorevision was an accepted net hod
of updating maps wi thout the expense of conplete revision. Planinetric
corrections, additions and del etions were rmade by photointerpretati on and
transferred from aerial photographs, primarily by nonoscopic nethods

O her avail able sources, such as surveys, engineering plans, or |ocal
maps, were used to revise boundaries, names, and other features not
vi si ble on the photographs. The revised features were not field checked
and the unchecked information was printed in purple on the new nmaps.

Later, when the USGS began creating digital line graph (DLG files
representing these maps, photorevised codes were assigned to features that
had been synbolized in purple. This practice continues today.

Revi si on from nonoscopic imagery and other ancillary sources, w thout
field verification, is the normtoday rather than the exception. Al though
the positional accuracy of features previously printed in purple is
checked during DLG revision, it is not necessary or common to use the
phot or evi sed codes to do so.

Phot orevi sed feature codes are not applied to data collected for the
Nati onal Hydrography Dataset (NHD) or in the recent draft content
standards for The National Map. While it is inportant to identify the
source of updates for the NHD and The National Map, there are better ways
to provide the necessary infornmation than by using photorevised feature
codes. For instance, every feature in the NHD that is nodified gets a new
“generation” and every generation of a feature is linked to a netadata
record providing the Iineage infornmation

The use of photorevised feature codes during DLG collection frommaps is a
carryover from ol der producti on methods and products. The current val ue
of this practice is questionable and the cost is difficult to justify
during a tine of scarce resources.

Addi ng photorevised codes for each purple feature can be a significant
effort in sone cases. Production experts estimate that adding these codes
increases the overall amunt of tine spent on DLG collection by
approxi mately 5% 15%

Thi s Suppl enental Technical |nstruction supersedes the instructions in the
Standards for Digital Line Graphs and the Standards for 1:24,000-Scale
Digital Line G aphs and Quadrangl e Maps.

Di scontinue the use of photorevised feature codes during DLG collection
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